A case of AIDS associated cryptococcal meningitis with multiple cranial nerve neuropathies.
Cryptococcal meningitis is a common opportunistic infection among patients with AIDS. Cranial nerve neuropathies are well-known complications that occur due to increased intracranial pressure and inflammation of cranial nerves in such patients but have not been previously reported to involve more than four cranial nerves simultaneously. Our patient had involvement of five cranial nerves resulting in the complete loss of vision and hearing as well palsies of the third, sixth and seventh cranial nerves. He was treated with multiple antifungal medications. Repeated high volume lumbar punctures and Ommaya reservoir were used to lower intracranial pressure. At the time of discharge the patient had complete recovery of the functions of third, sixth and seventh cranial nerves bilaterally and partial recovery of hearing and vision.